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FORTH VALLEY 
SOARERS 
Join us and fly  Gliders 
 
Am azing hillside v iews, fresh air  and great  
exercise too!        Spectators are welcom e. 
 
We fly g l id er s:  aerobat ic, com bat , t herm al, 
scale jets, and m ore.   
 
The club have f lown for m ore than 30 years 
and is a sm all group of fr iendly indiv iduals 
with a wide area of interests. All ages are 
represented. We are looking for new 
m em bers. 

 
Tr y  i t  f o r  y ou r se l f  Come along and watch or  t o have a 
t ry – you will be most  welcome – we will provide 
equipment  and an “unbreakable”  glider  and someone to 
help you. Contact  us to have a chat  and find out  more, 
or  t o book a t r ial flying session. Full details on website. 
Our regular  flying sessions are normally 10am on 
Sundays. Accom panied older  children are welcome. The 
wind direct ion on the day determ ines which locat ion is 
used.   

 

Slop e Soar i n g  Gl id er s 

Slope Soarers are flown from  hills, where 
the lift  required to keep the m odel aloft  is 

generated by the wind blowing up the slope 
of t he hill.  Aircraft  are usually  launched by 
standing at  t he top of t he slope, facing into 
the wind, and throwing the m odel forward 
into t he lift . The m odel is then tacked 
backwards and forwards across the slope, 
gaining height  from  the lift  generated by the 
flow of wind.  

On our slope this lift  can extend m any 
hundreds of feet  into t he air . 

Slope flyers are not  rest r icted to slope 
generated lift :  on warm er days there m ay 
be therm als that  will easily  lift  t he aircraft .   

Once you are airborne, you can keep fly ing 
as long as the lift , and your radio bat tery, 
lasts.  Many people find the challenge of 

reading the ever-changing wind correct ly , 
and m aking the correct  judgem ents from  
m om ent  t o m om ent  exhilarat ing. The open-
air  aspect  is also at t ract ive offering v iews of 
the surrounding count ryside in all weathers. 
Fly ing occurs in light  winds through to gale 
force ± appropr iate m odels (and protect ive 
clothing)  are selected for each f lying day.  

Norm al club fly ing t im es are at  Cast lelaw on 
Sunday Mornings from  10am  unt il m id-
afternoon. We are norm ally located near t he 
sum m it  of Cast lelaw or 400m  East  of the 
chair lift  at  t he Hillend Dry Ski slope. The 
wind determ ines which site will be used on 
the day. 

A i r cr af t  Con st r u ct i on  

Mem bers design and build t heir own 
aircraft , and also buy alm ost  ready to fly  
kits. There is also a st rong second-hand 
m arket  for  built  aircraft .  

Each aircraft  contains a radio receiver,  2 to 
m ore servos to drive the flight  surfaces, and 
a bat tery. The pilot  uses a 35 Mhz 
t ransm it ter with two j oyst icks and several 
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other switches, and a specific frequency 
channel to cont rol t he aircraft .   

Each class of m odel presents it s own 
challenges to build, and to fly. For som e, 
the interest  is prim ar ily the design or 
building, others enjoy the fly ing m ore. 
Som e m odels are easy to const ruct  and 
supplied nearly built , other require 
extensive building t im e. Mater ials used 
range from  balsawood, through to m oulded 
plast ics, hardened foam  m ater ial,  carbon 
spars, and even Kevlar for st rength. 

Ty p e o f  ai r cr af t  f l ow n  b y  FVS 

There are a wide range of aircraft  t ypes 
flown by club m em bers. 

Th er m al   Where warm  rising air provides 
the lift . These tend to be larger aircraft , 
light ly  const ructed, and very efficient  in 
flight .  

Com b at   The aim  to have an air - to-air  f ight  
and knock each other out  of t he sky. These 
aircraft , m ade from  foam  and tape, are 
alm ost  indest ruct ible and therefore ideal for 
learners.  The ZAGI  is an exam ple. 

Scale m od el   An exact  replica of a m odel,  
often a v intage or current  design. These are 
elegant  m odels, oft en large and graceful,  
and a pleasure to build and fly. 

Pow er  Slop e Scale  A m odel of a m ilitary 
j et  aircraft ,  built  t o scale, and alm ost  
indist inguishable from  the real t hing when 
photographed in a high-speed flypast  of t he 
hill. 

Racin g  Var ious class of glider have been 
purpose designed for racing ± there are 
m any categories ± com pet it ions are held 
locally and also wor ldwide. Com pet ing in 
races, even local for- fun events, is a great  
way to build your f ly ing skills. 

Cer t i f i cat ion  

There is a 3- t ier cert if icat ion process taking 
a pilot  from  the basics techniques up to 
public events display abilit ies. These levels 
are bronze, Silver, and Gold. I nst ruct ion is 
available within each club and the 
exam iners are always willing to offer 
t raining sessions. Most  m em bers achieve a 
Bronze without  too m uch diff iculty. 

Fo r t h  Val ley  Soar er s -   Clu b  Det a i l s 
Current ly  the FVS has a m em bership of 
between 15 and 20 m em bers and is looking 
to add m ore enthusiasts into the group. 

Cast l el aw -  Pen t l an d  Hi l l s, Ed in bu r g h  
This area is also an Arm y t raining area and 
a live f ir ing range. Only FVS m em bers and 
their guests are perm it t ed to fly in t his 
cont rolled area, t o an agreed t im etable with 
the Arm y. Please do not  fly in t his area 
without  a FVS m em ber accom panying you. 
I ts not  perm it ted by the MOD.  

Park at  the top of t he t rack, accessed from  
the A702, in t he public car park (beside the 
ancient  Hill- fort )  and walk up the path to 
the top of t he m ain hill. Allow 30 m inutes 
for  the walk. I deally m eet  som eone in the 
car park for your f irst  v isit .  Please observe 
the signs at  t he ent rance car park. 

Hi l l en d  –  Pen t lan d  Hi l l s, Ed in b u r gh  
The Hillend area is available at  any t im e, if 
the wind in suitable. Park in the higher top-
left  area of the ski-slope car park, and walk 
up to the sm aller hill on the left .   

Ho w  t o  con t act  t h e FVS  
Check out  our website for contact  
inform at ion, or visit  any Sunday from  about  
10am  onwards. I t s bet ter  to contact  a 
com m it tee m em ber pr ior to tuning up to 
m ake sure of t he locat ion and the possibilit y  
of f ly ing taking place on the day.   
Mar ionville Models 0131 317 7190 also 
holds contact  telephone num bers for t he 
club. 
The hillt op can windy, so appropr iate 
protect ive gear is required, especially  in t he 
winter. 


