FORTH VALLEY
SOARERS

Join us and fly Gliders

Amazing hillside views, fresh air and great
exercise too! Spectators are welcome.

We fly gliders: aerobatic, combat, thermal,
scale jets, and more.

The club have flown for more than 30 years
and is a small group of friendly individuals
with a wide area of interests. All ages are
represented. We are looking for new
members.

Try it for yourself Come along and watch or to have a
try — you will be most welcome — we will provide
equipment and an “unbreakable” glider and someone to
help you. Contact us to have a chat and find out more,
or to book a trial flying session. Full details on website.
Our regular flying sessions are normally 10am on
Sundays. Accompanied older children are welcome. The
wind direction on the day determines which location is
used.

www.forthvalleysoarers.org.uk

Slope Soaring Gliders

Slope Soarers are flown from hills, where
the lift required to keep the model aloft is

generated by the wind blowing up the slope
of the hill. Aircraft are usually launched by
standing at the top of the slope, facing into
the wind, and throwing the model forward
into the lift. The model is then tacked
backwards and forwards across the slope,
gaining height from the lift generated by the
flow of wind.

On our slope this lift can extend many
hundreds of feet into the air.

Slope flyers are not restricted to slope
generated lift: on warmer days there may
be thermals that will easily lift the aircraft.

Once you are airborne, you can keep flying
as long as the lift, and your radio battery,
lasts. Many people find the challenge of
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reading the ever-changing wind correctly,
and making the correct judgements from
moment to moment exhilarating. The open-
air aspect is also attractive offering views of
the surrounding countryside in all weathers.
Flying occurs in light winds through to gale
force + appropriate models (and protective
clothing) are selected for each flying day.

Normal club flying times are at Castlelaw on
Sunday Mornings from 10am until mid-
afternoon. We are normally located near the
summit of Castlelaw or 400m East of the
chairlift at the Hillend Dry Ski slope. The
wind determines which site will be used on
the day.

Aircraft Construction

Members design and build their own
aircraft, and also buy almost ready to fly
kits. There is also a strong second-hand
market for built aircraft.

Each aircraft contains a radio receiver, 2 to
more servos to drive the flight surfaces, and
a battery. The pilot uses a 35 Mhz
transmitter with two joysticks and several
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other switches, and a specific frequency
channel to control the aircraft.

Each class of model presents its own
challenges to build, and to fly. For some,
the interest is primarily the design or
building, others enjoy the flying more.
Some models are easy to construct and
supplied nearly built, other require
extensive building time. Materials used
range from balsawood, through to moulded
plastics, hardened foam material, carbon
spars, and even Kevlar for strength.

Type of aircraft flown by FVS

There are a wide range of aircraft types
flown by club members.

Thermal Where warm rising air provides
the lift. These tend to be larger aircraft,
lightly constructed, and very efficient in
flight.

Combat The aim to have an air-to-air fight
and knock each other out of the sky. These
aircraft, made from foam and tape, are
almost indestructible and therefore ideal for
learners. The ZAGI is an example.
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Scale model An exact replica of a model,
often a vintage or current design. These are
elegant models, often large and graceful,
and a pleasure to build and fly.

Power Slope Scale A model of a military
jet aircraft, built to scale, and almost
indistinguishable from the real thing when
photographed in a high-speed flypast of the
hill.

Racing Various class of glider have been
purpose designed for racing * there are
many categories + competitions are held
locally and also worldwide. Competing in
races, even local for-fun events, is a great
way to build your flying skills.

Certification

There is a 3-tier certification process taking
a pilot from the basics techniques up to
public events display abilities. These levels
are bronze, Silver, and Gold. Instruction is
available within each club and the
examiners are always willing to offer
training sessions. Most members achieve a
Bronze without too much difficulty.
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Forth Valley Soarers - Club Details
Currently the FVS has a membership of
between 15 and 20 members and is looking
to add more enthusiasts into the group.

Castlelaw - Pentland Hills, Edinburgh
This area is also an Army training area and
a live firing range. Only FVS members and
their guests are permitted to fly in this
controlled area, to an agreed timetable with
the Army. Please do not fly in this area
without a FVS member accompanying you.
Its not permitted by the MOD.

Park at the top of the track, accessed from
the A702, in the public car park (beside the
ancient Hill-fort) and walk up the path to
the top of the main hill. Allow 30 minutes
for the walk. Ideally meet someone in the
car park for your first visit. Please observe
the signs at the entrance car park.

Hillend — Pentland Hills, Edinburgh

The Hillend area is available at any time, if
the wind in suitable. Park in the higher top-
left area of the ski-slope car park, and walk
up to the smaller hill on the left.

How to contact the FVS

Check out our website for contact
information, or visit any Sunday from about
10am onwards. Its better to contact a
committee member prior to tuning up to
make sure of the location and the possibility
of flying taking place on the day.
Marionville Models 0131 317 7190 also
holds contact telephone numbers for the
club.

The hilltop can windy, so appropriate
protective gear is required, especially in the
winter.
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